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Historic BRIGHTON MEETING

Brighton Town Hall Auditorium

2300 EImwood Avenue

Cynthia Howk presents:
DiscoVveRr BRIGHTON: 200 YEARS oF HisTORIC ARCHITECTURE

Tudor Revival house at 239 Sandringham Drive
Comeand discover thewide variety of historic buildings, structures, objects, sites, and
neighborhoods that define the history and architecture of Brighton, showing over 200
years of the “built environment” in one of Monroe County’s most historic communities.
Thisdlidetalk will provide an “armchair tour” of your own town and highlight its archi-

tectural treasures!

CynthiaHowk istheArchitectural Research Coor-
dinator onthe staff of The Landmark Society of West-
ern New York, one of theoldest historic preservation
organizationsintheU.S. Foundedin 1937, it servesa
9-county areain the Genesee/Finger Lakesregion. Its
missionisto discover, protect and revitaizethearchi-
tectural and related cultural heritage of theregion, and
to educate and inform the community about that heri-
tage. Ms. Howk isaRochester native and graduate of

Mary Washington Collegeof theUniversity of Virginia
Shejoined the Society staff in 1976 and since 1978,
has been amember of their Preservation ServicesDi-
vision, where she coordinatesthe Historic Resources
Inventories, annual preservation conference, and Na-
tional Register program. In addition to working with
individuds, organizationsand government agencies, she
lecturesextensively on regional history and architec-
ture.

Carl Traver, architect

DiscgolfinBrighton

Historic Brighton's Fifth Annual Summer Tour, June 27-28
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CARL TRAVER, ARCHITECT:

He DESIGNED SOME OF BRIGHTON’ S FINEST HOMES
By ArleneA. Vanderlinde
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he Town of Brighton boasts some of thefinest

early twentieth century homesin America.

Neighborhoods such as Home Acres, the
Houston Barnard Tractsand others, have someof the
best examples of the Tudor, Colonial and Mediterra-
nean Reviva stylesfound anywhere. Thefinest mate-
rials and craftsmanship were employed and these
homes havebeautifully withstood thetest of time, both
instyleand condition.

Some of themost prominent architects of thispe-
riod designed localy. Many even called Rochester and
Brighton their home. One such architect was Carl R.
Traver, 1890-1985. Hisnameisn’'t known to most,
but Mr. Traver made wonderful contributionsto the
qudlity of lifein Brighton through the many substantial
homeshedesigned for hisclients. Researchdidn’t re-
vedl thedate of hisdeath, wherehe had lived locally
or information about hisfamily life. The University of
Rochester Rare Books Department housesaportfo-
lioof photographsof hiswork and limitedinformation
about hisearly years. That wasthe only sourcethat
was found, yet this man designed Gleason Works,
Graflex, theRitter-Clark Memoria at RIT, themain
Centra Trust Company building downtown, Castle-
Wilmot Company, the TempleBuilding and dozensof
exquisite homesin Brighton, Rochester, Irondequoit
and Toronto, Canada.

Photograph courtesy of
Department of Rare Books
and Special Collections,
University of Rochester
Library

Thehomeof Thillman Fabry, at 101 Southern Park-
way, wasdesigned by Carl Traver in 1913. Fabry and
Traver had worked on the Temple Building together
through thearchitectura firm of Gordon and Kaelber
and no doubt, cameto greatly respect each others
work. Their collaboration on Mr. Fabry’shomere-
sulted isablending of thework of ageniusartisanin
Mr. Fabry and expert architectural design by Mr.
Traver. Carl Traver also designed the home at 75
Southern Parkway (1923). He al so designed homes
at 40 Sandringham Road (1929), 199 Ambassador
Drive (1928), 42 (1945) and 55 Trevor Court, and
472 Claybourne Road (1928). Helived in ahouse of
hisown design at 315 CobbsHill Drive. Thereisno
doubt that the ownersof these homes appreciatethe
finedetail that wasincorporated. Carl Traver wasborn
in Rochester in 1890. He graduated from West High
School and studied at the University of Pennsylvania
Collegeof Architecture 1914-16. Hiswork in archi-
tecture began in 1909 when heworked in the archi-
tectural officesof Gordon & Madden. From 1911-
1914. heworked asasenior draftsman at Hutchinson
& Cutler. Back at Gordon & Madden in 1917, he
was adelineator and draftsman, until World Waer |
beckoned himinto the servicein the Construction Di-
visonof theUSArmy Air Service. Following theWar
heworked briefly in Englandin construction.



Gleason Works,
University Avenue

Kate Gleason sent Leo
Waasdorp of Gordon &
Kaelber to Washington,
D.C,, to seethe Pan
American building so the
architectscould useit asa
model.

In1920, Traver earned hisregistrationasanarchi- - School #5 and the Irondequoit Firehouse on Culver
tectinNew York State and entered professiona prac-  Road. In 1942, Mr. Traver becamearchitect for John
tice here. Hewasacharter member of the Rochester - pike & Son, and designed many of the buildings men-
Society of Architects. Heassociated with Gordon &  tioned earlier inthisarticle.

Kaelber ontheBaptist Templeandalsodesignedthe  |f youlivein aTraver-designed home, wewould
North Side Furniture House, Irondequoit District  |iketo hear fromyou.
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Delineation of Baptist Temple, left
Brochure with sanctuary and door, above

Sources. University of Rochester Library - Rare
BooksDivison
Architectureand Architects of Rochester, NY
- Carl and Ann Schmidt, 1959
A Chronicleof Architectureand Architectsin
-+, Rochester - November 16, 1939
- Special thanks to Elizabeth Hansen
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CARL TRAVER:
THE MosT FAMOUSARCHITECT THAT NO ONE HAS HEARD OF

By Julian Goldstein

ML WILLIAM C. DALLY
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cd architect Carl Traver, who designed homesand

buildingsintheareafor over 40 yearsand died at
age 95in 1985. | have cometo know several other
ownersof significant homesdesigned by Carl Traver
inBrighton. | dwaysliked their homes, but never until
recently did | know that they wered| designed by the
same man. Many of us belong to a“club” that we
didn’t know existed. Weall livein Carl Traver-de-
signed homes.

If Carl Traver was so good, how come so many
of ushave never heard of him? Why isn’t hefamous
like Syracuse-born Architect, Ward Wellington Ward?
A possibleanswer isthat Carl Traver designed each
property to be unique. Maybethat iswhy noneof us
realized that they wereall designed by the sameman.
Weareall used to seeing tract homesthat areall the
same.

Before the eraof tract homes and cookie-cutter
officebuildings, peopleused to employ anarchitect to
do acustom design for their new homeor building.
Many of themost prominent homesin Brighton and
Rochester, aswell many fine commercial structures
weredesigned by amanthat few of ushave heard of,
yet weadmirehiswork every timewedrivedown the
beautiful streetsof our area.

I livein abeautiful homethat wasdesigned by lo-

Photographs pages 4-5 courtesy
of Department of Rare Books and
Spoecial Collections, University of
Rochester Library

Carl Traver put hissignature on hisdesignswith
quality congtruction techniquesand materid sthat have
withstood the test of time. He had agreat aesthetic
sense All linesflow beautifully into oneanother other.
The comfortableinterior layoutsstill work for today’s
familieseventhough they weredesigned morethan 75
years ago. Families tend to own their Carl Traver
homesfor long periods of time becausethey appreci-
ateliving with the high quaity and comfort offered.

There aremany reasonsthat Carl Traver homes
aresocomfortabletolivein: They werebuiltwell and
haveagedwell. Quaity materialswere used through-
out thehouse. Inmy case, westripped yearsof paint
off thewallsdown to barewood and were amazed at
the quality of the wood that was used. The quality
bath fixturesand thedoor knobsaretill great 75 years
later. The plaster walls are solid and have never
cracked or settled. Therewasatremendousattention
to detail. Someone watched the housesbeing built; no
short cutsweretaken; no cornerscut. Thefloor plans
arevery carefully designed. Thereisnowasted space
anywhereinaTraver house. All theroomsare bright
and cheerful. Evenmy attic and basement spacewere
well thought out. In an erawhen most homeswere
being built with very small closets, Carl designed huge
closetsand dressing areasinto hishomes.



Traver’s own home on Cobbs Hill Drive

Accordingto onerestoration contractor, inlifethere
aredways"smat, littlethings’ that youlearn over time
that makesyour product or service better than some-
oneds='s Whilerestoring thehouseand taking it gpart
and putting it back together again, hewasamazed to
seefirgt hand the” smart, littlethings’ that Carl Traver
employed to ensurethat hishigh-end homessuch as
the oneson Ambassador and Sandringham havelasted
sowell.

My home had suffered long-term neglect beforel
purchased it. Thefollowing quality construction de-
taillsallowed my hometo survive:

1. A 1%2" air channel between the stonewall
andtheframeallowed thehouseto* breathe” with air
circulatinginthewalls. Inmy case, therewasexten-
svewater damage, but thisair channel saved thehouse
by preventing moisturefrombeing trappedinthewals
and from mildew or moldforming. Intoday’sworld,
black mold insidethe houseisthe new fear for many
homeowners. Theair channd probably aso prevented
my plaster wallsfrom moving and cracking over time.

2.Airventsontheexterior pillarsalowed them
to breathe and prevented them from rotting out. The
pillarsthemsalveswereraised off theground dightly
on a concrete pad so that the wood wasn't always
Sttinginthewater and rotting.

3. Therearemassive postsand beamsinthe
attic to hold up the heavy date roof preventing the
roof from sagging.

4. Thehousewassolidly built. My floorsare
built on steel I-beamsand thereisalayer of concrete
inthefloor. My exterior and interior wallsarethick
andsolid.

Every contractor that had worked on my homewas
amazed that the structurewas so solid givenitsage
and the degree of neglect the house had suffered.

Between 1928-1945, Carl Traver designed seven
homesintheHouston Barnard neighborhood and made
themall different and ditinct.

80 Ambassador Drive- 1928 - 8026 sq. ft
199 Ambassador Drive—1928 - 7795 sq. ft
40 Sandringham Road — 1929 - 5926 sq. ft
68 Sandringham Road - 1929 - 3714 sq. ft.
191 Trevor Court — 1930 - 3775 sq. ft

55 Trevor Court —1934 - 2882 sq. ft

42 Trevor Court — 1945 - 4841 sq. ft

Edited by Arlene A. Vanderlinde



Update on
Historic BRIGHTON' s FIFTH ANNUAL SUMMER ToOUR, JUNE 27-28

es, rain or shine, therewill beatour of im-
Y portant Tryon/Ellison Park sites on Satur-

day June 28—by horse and wagon with
Mary JoL anphear, Brighton Town Historian, and
by foot to thetwo surviving Tryon housesand to Fort
Schuyler, thereplicated Englishtrading post. Perhaps
therewill benaturetours.

BesidesMary Jo, therewill beother local histori-
anson sitesuch asthe Penfield heritage group, Gary
Lehman, the Heberles, and soforth.

TheRochester Disc Golf Clubwill hold adisc golf
tournament. (See page 8) b o -

The 1938 WPA recreation of the trading post Reviting turf, 1912
known as Fort Schuyler off of the Landing Road will be open. Insdewill bedisplaysof historicinformation
with surprising information about thepark. Activitiesfor all ageswill befeatured.

Gary Lehman and hisbrother Berniewill perform historical music.

A catering cart from Sonny’s Catering will be present.

GipeoN CoBB LuNcHEON: FRrRIDAY, JUNE 27™ , 11:30AM—2PM

PLACE: THE GATHERINGS AT DAISY FLOUR MiLL
ured speaker will be corporate attorney
F?:lmesQuinn. Quinn'stopicwill be“TheL ot
City of Tryon and Oliver Culver.”

Theareaistheoldest in Brighton history.

Indian Landing began as part of theindiginous
Senecas' portage route from Lake Ontario to the
GeneseeRiver a Red Creek and moved through 17th
century Frenchincursonsof LaSdle, theSulpicanmis-
sionaries, and Denonville. During the 18th century,
the English established ashort-lived trading post known
asFort Schuyler. Butler’ sRangersmay have camped
here.

Theplanned commercia community of Tryon dates
from 1797 when John Tryon beganto buildwhathe ™ Current sledding hill asseenin 1912
hoped would be asettlement at the junction of many trade routes. Two houses still stand astestament to that
early settlement. Oliver Culver livedinoneof them.

Oliver Culver wasBrighton'sfirst supervisor. Bornin Connecticut, hefirst visited thisareain 1796. Return-
ing about 1800, hefound that John and Salmon Tryon had built astore, an ashery, atavern, aswell astanning,
blacksmith, and shoemaking shops. In 1802, Culver and the Hatch brothers built thefirst ssawmill inAllyn’s
Creek. Heworked in at variousjobs and boarded at Orringh Stone' s Tavern. In 1800, Culver bought 105
acresin Northfield (after 1814, Brighton, and after 1905, Rochester).

Detailswill follow in mailingsto Historic Brighton membersand guestsduring May and June.

Oliver Culver

Photographs ca 1912 from the Albert R. Sone Negative Collection of the Rochester Museum & Science Center,
Rochester, New York.



Update on

Historic BRIGHTON’ s FIFTH ANNUAL SUMMER TOUR, JUNE 27-28

Seneca woman enjoys her pipe, 1912

Ron Richardson is hoping to bor-
row older Ellison images or docu-
ments (such asthose you see on
these pages) that show the devel-
opment of the park over the years.
Heislooking for old garden views,
toboggan slide pictures, photos of
recreational activities, drawings,
maps, etc. He wantsto carefully
scan and display them at the event.
Contact Ron at rerpph@rit.edu

Lh' I

Chief Freeman Johnson, 1912

Photographs ca 1912 from the Albert R. Sione Negative Collection of the Rochester Museum & Science Center,
Rochester, New York.




THE ELLIsoN Park Disc GoLF Course

DEescriPTION

The Ellison Park Disc Golf Courseisachampion-
ship-caiber hillsde coursefeaturing grassy fairways
andtall trees. All typesof elevationscomeinto play,
with uphill, sidehill and downhill fairways. Signature
holesincludeholeNo. 7; measuring 528 feet down a
steep hill to the basket, the hol e affords a spectacular
view of the lrondequoit Creek Valley. The 590-foot-
long holeNo0.17 featuresatricky fairway that dopes
down to the right, leading errant shotsto arow of
treesbordered by aroad. Thetotal distance/length of
thecourseis6234 feet

CouRrse History
The coursewasfirst laid out and used in the spring of
1975 for the Rochester Frisbee Club.
Thetemporary coursethat the club set up occu-
pied the same general areaas used for today’s per-
manent course, and had the same genera configura-
tion. Thesitewasused for the club’sseriesthrough
1977, and a so hosted 18 holes of the 36 holes set up
for the 1976 and 1977 American Flying Disc Open
events of the big Wham-O NAStournament series.
Dueto budget considerations, the M onroe County
Parks Department cl osed down the Landing Road por-
tion of Ellison Park at the end of the 1977 summer.
Grass grew to waist-deep height and rendered the
areauselessfor disc golf. From 1978 though 1983,
all disc golf eventsinthe Rochester areawereheld at
. John Fisher College, or at the Genesee Valley Park
discgolf coursethat was permanently ingtaledin 1980.
In 1984, the Rochester Frisbee Club hosted the
Professional Disc Golf Associationworld champion-
ships. The club convinced the parks department that
the Landing Road portion of Ellison Park wouldbea
perfect venuefor theevent, and that led to asummer
of cutting and grooming. The Frisbee club designed

36 holes of disc golf course, separated into two dis-
tinct courses. The* A” coursewasbased ontheEllison
Park design of 1975, and the“B” course was shoe-
horned in between and around the perimeter of the
original course.

Theneighborsof the park loved the groomed |ook
of the park and petitioned to haveit maintainedinits
present stateinstead of having it go back to seed. This
set up the potential to do more disc golf at Ellison
Park.

IN 1986, Royce Racinowski, Jm Pameri and Jamie
Mol dt redesigned the courselayout in anticipation of
usingit for the 1986 American Flying Disc Open, as
well asfor the effort they were making to get the
courseinstalled asapermanent facility. Threeyears
later in 1989, the dream of apermanent coursefinaly
cameto pass. The Racinowski, Palmeri and Mol dt
design wasupdated in 1998 in anticipation of Roch-
ester hosting the 1999 Professional Disc Golf Asso-
ciation world disc golf championships. Partsof the
coursewereredesigned Doug Coreaand Bob Nel son.

Historic Brighton officers and board
Founded 1999

Rome Celli, President

Beth Keigher, Vice president
Janet Hopkin, Treasurer
Hannelore Heyer, Secretary
Sheldon Brayer, Nominating chair

Elizabeth Brayer
Richard Dollinger
Suzanne Donahue
Sally Harper

Peter Parker

Ron Richardson
Arlene A. Vanderlinde
Andrew Wheatcraft

Mary Jo Lanphear, Town of Brighton Historian

Call Betsy Brayer at 244-0402 to contribute
articles or letters

Historic Brighton address
PO. Box 18525
Website: www.historicbrighton.org




