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Comeridethe Rochester Subway again!
with :

JmDierks

New York Museum of Transportation

Sunday, October 22
3PV
Brighton Fire Dept # 1

3100 East Avenue (at Linden)

Subway turnaround at Rowlandsin Brighton

m Dierkswill discusstransportation history in general,
ueinginto dideswith narration showing the Rochester
bway over the courseof itslife. Therewill be photosof
converting the Erie Canal to subway use, and lots of pictures
showing thesubway in operation. Hea so hasashort 8Smmmovie
(never shownto the public before) depicting the subway inits
last days, and will tell you all about asurprising find that was
recently donated. Theimagesinthedidetak arefromtheTom
Kirn Collection at the New York Museum of Transportation.
Dierkswasraised in asuburb of Chicago, coming to Roch-
ester in 1963 after graduating from Cornell University witha
degreein Mechanical Engineering. He spent 28 yearsat Kodak
inthe camerabus ness—in both design and management posi-
tions(including four yearsin Brazil and twoin Japan). Heretired
In 1991, at theageof 51. That hasallowed himtoindulgehis
major interestin all agpectsof running an al-volunteer museum.
Dierkshas been atrustee of the New York Museum of Trans-
portation for morethan 26 yearsand is currently secretary of
theboard of trustees. In hissparetime, hetriesto keep hisold
housein the city looking good, and occasionally takeshis1927
Buick touring car for aspin around town.

Subwé‘y near East Avenue

HistorIc BRIGHTON ADDRESS
PO. Box 18525

Subway car approaching Rowlands RocHESTER, NEw Y ork 14618

WEeBsITE: www.historicbrighton.org

Photos courtesy Rochester Public Library
Local History Division




East Avenue Memort

HisTorIc BRIGHTON 1S PUBLISHING A SPECIAL EDITION OF A NOSTALGIC SCRAPBOOK OF MEMORIES
LiMITED TO 200 COPIES SIGNED AND NUMBERED. THE MEMORIES ARE TAKEN FROM THE 200 YEARS
OF EAST AVENUE HISTORY.

MANY PEOPLE HAVE ALREADY RESERVED A COPY OF THISBOOK. | T WILL BE PRINTED IN JANUARY
2007 AND AVAILABLE AT THE HiSTORIC BRIGHTON ANNUAL MEETING OF JANUARY 28™. (SAMPLE
BOOKS WERE ON VIEW AT THE CLOTHESLINE ART FESTIVAL IN SEPTEMBER.)

SAMPLE COPIES OF THE BOOK WILL BE AVAILABLE FOR PERUSAL AT THE OcTOBER 22, 2006 MEET-
ING OF HisToRIC BRIGHTON AT THE EAST AVENUE FIREHOUSE.

A COUPON IS AVAILABLE ON PAGE 4 OF THISNEWSLETTER TO RESERVE YOUR COPY (OR COPIES)
SOME OF THE PEOPLE AND PLACES YOU WILL MEET IN HISTORIC BRIGHTON’ S NEW PUBLICATION ARE
FOUND ON THESE TWO PAGES
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Historic BRIGHTON

PRESENTS

East Avenue Memories

« An elegant 160-page scrapbook of nostalgic photographs and text

» Compiled and written by Elizabeth Brayer with contributionsby Mary Jo Lanphear
and Leo Dodd

» Thislimited edition publication relays a charming informal 200-year history of
Rochester, Brighton, and Pittsford’s important East Avenue. Characters who en-
ter this saga range from Aaron Erickson to George Eastman, from art museum
founder Emily Sibley Watson to nurseryman James Vick, from aqueduct engineer
Josiah Bissell, who named East Avenue, to temperance advocate and abolitionist
William Bloss, who dumped his Brighton tavern’sliquor into the Erie Canal.

» Hand-sewn binding by Soleil Bookbindery Standard edition features bark and
cloth cover. Deluxe edition features bark and |eather.

4 » For moreinformation, call 244-0402.

Celebrating our town’s history and educating our community about B righton’s past

WWW.HISTORICBRIGHTON.ORG
P. O. Box 18525 RocHESTER, NEw Y ork 14618

East Avenue Memories

RESERVE YOUR COPY OF THIS EDITION LIMITED TO 200 COPIES SIGNED AND NUMBERED
PRE-PUBLICATION RESERVATION FORM
STANDARD COPY
DELUXE COPY
NAME

ADDRESS
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Focus oN M EADOWBROOK

n 2001, the Meadowbrook Neighborhood Association celebrated its 70" anniversary. At

that time, Robyn Schaefer, a resident of Meadowbrook, wrote, compiled, and published a

booklet entitled 98 Acres. The Story of Meadowbrook, Brighton, NY. Earlier issues of
Historic Brighton News published early chapters of that history. (Check out vol. 3 no. 2, Fall
2002 and vol. 4 no. 1, Winter 2003). In this issue, we resume publication of two more
chapters. The first chapter, “Why Is It Called The Dandelion?,” is about Meadowbrook's
long-standing newsletter. The second is the chapter about that terrible day in 1951, “Black
Friday,” when gas explosions rocked several Brighton neighborhoods.

“WHY 1SI1T CALLED THE DANDELION?”

By Robyn Schaefer

ur neighborhood newd etter, the* M eadowbrook
ODandelion,” madeitsfirst appearancein May of

1933. It was published monthly for theresidents
of Meadowbrook for the purposeof “conveying newsof
personal interest and community activity.” Theposition of
editor of the* Dandelion” washanded over every couple
of years, but thefirst wasCharlesL. Rumrill. Afineartist
named Driscoll madethe charming and clever drawings
used onthe cover of the newdletter initsearly years. Ac-
cordingtotheforwardinthefirstissue, the Danddionwas
named asajoketo “honor” the weed that was a steady
nuisanceto frustrated homeowners. Thedesirefor alush,
greenlawnto enhancether beautiful new homeswasham-
pered by the relentless problem of an over-whelming
amount of dandelions. So much so, that ahumorous ar-
ticlewaswritteninthe June 1934 issue about this matter.
It warns newcomersto Meadowbrook, “not to befaint of
heart. Many havetraveled theweary trail beforeyou. Be
of good cheer. Dig, dope and hope.”

Thefirst Dandelionwasfour pageslong, including the
cover. Itscontents consisted of alist of current officers
and directors, announcements of upcoming socia events,
atreasurer’sreport and the section known asthe Dande-
lion Juice. The Dandelion Juice contained little piecesof
newsabout neighborsthat othersmight find interesting. It
wasbasically asocia column announcing newssuch as
which neighbors became new membersof agolf club, or
which had recently screened in their porches. News of
who painted their house, or who bought a new car, or
perhapswhere aneighbor might be vacationing for one
holiday or another, filled the column. Inthe“ Juice”, births
wereannounced, ilnesseswerelisted and deathsreported,
aongwith neighborsmovinginand neighborsmoving out.
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A committee was gppointed in 1935, often women whose
mission wasto contact all residents on their block and
collect any itemsof interest to be delivered to the editor
each month. This section became so popular that by the
early fortiesthe column had grown from just afew entries
to six pageslong! It wasthenrenamed, “ Our Busy Little
World.” Obvioudly not every neighbor could contribute
fascinating news, but they did their best to provide some-
thing. Mr. And Mrs. Fitch of Antlers Drive shared newsof
thefamily entertaininginformally at bridgeand ping pong
on Saturday evening at their homeinanApril 1941 issue
of the Dandelion. The Grahamsof Vemon Place. “.. .re-
cently dressed up their already good-looking housewith
theaddition of awnings.” Another entry announced that a
young resident of Avalon Drivewasat Girl Scout Campin
Sodus. Entriesof thissort weretypical of the column, and
while seeming only vaguely interesting to today’ sreader,
they do paint apicture of atime gone by and exudethe
spirit and socid attitudesof intelligent and good-natured
individual sthat made M eadowbrook aunique neighbor-
hood experience.



“WHY 1SI1T CALLED THE DANDELION?”

Duetothethoughtful nessand foresight of theAssocia
tion, in 1985 acollection of Meadowbrook Dandelions
from 1933 to 1980 was given to the Brighton Memorial
Library. It wasintended to keep them at thelibrary sothe
collection would remain together and safe. Thelibrary’s
director considered them avaluableadditiontothe Local
History Department. Theimportance of thecollectionis
gpparentinthevolumesof information that provide names
and happeningsof our earliest resdentsasadetailed his-
torical record of neighborhood life.

Reading through past copies of the Dandelion, avari-
ety of informationisdiscovered thet relatestothetimes. In
May of 1944, the Dandelion was reduced to only one
pageto conserve paper for thewar effort. Government
orders! An articleinthe sameissue stressed theimpor-
tanceof V-mail to the GIswho read their mail even be-
foreeating. The July 1944 issuelisted all themenfrom
Meadowbrook who were in the Armed Services. The
December 1945 issuereported that wartimebuilding S ow-
edin Meadowbrook dueto unstableand unavailable ma-
terials. Another articledescribesatraditioninthe 1940s
and 50s of setting candlesin every window on Christmas
Eve. Vistorswould comeinfromthecity and other neigh-
borhoodsto drive through Meadowbrook and view the
wondroussght. Thearticleinformed neighborsthat “.. .new
electrical candleswerenow availablein storesat Twelve
Cornerswhichwould prevent accidents.” Inthe spring of
1971, it waswrittenin the Dandelion that the Dutch elm
disease had taken many of Meadowbrook’s curbside
trees. It said that thetract, unfortunately, resembled pho-
tostakeninthe 1930s. Effortsto replacethe elmscontin-
ued through themid-seventies.

The Meadowbrook Dandelion’sformat changed often
throughits68-year history. The Dandelion of today doesn't
includeasocial column asit didinitsyouth. It has, how-
ever, developed into an attractive and highly informative
newsd etter, aimed at providing Meadowbrook neighbors
with pertinent information that may affect themdirectly. It
introduces our newest neighbors, those who moveinto
our areaand those who are born in Meadowbrook. The
Dandelion also servesasanimportant link between the
association’sdirectorsand neighborhood residents. The
Meadowbrook Dandelioniswell received severa timesa
year and the neighborslook forwardtoitsarrival.
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BLAcK FRIDAY
IN M EADOWBROOK

By Robyn Schaefer
PTEMBER 21,1951 WASTHE TERRIBLE day.
She livesof two Meadowbrook children werelost
nwhat wascaledthe® Brighton Blagt.” Eight-year-
old Mary AnneMaas and her five-year-old brother Will-
iam died when their Buckland Avenue home exploded on
that quiet Friday afternoon.

Onthat day, known asBlack Friday, fifteen homeswere
completely destroyed, sixteen otherswere seriously dam-
aged, and twenty-three were damaged by fire or flying
debrisin the neighborhoods surrounding Twelve Comers.

An underground vault located at Twelve Comers
housed natura gasregulators. No onewasworkinginthe
vault at thetime, although nearby thereweremen repair-
ing asection of sdewa k outsidethe Chateau Restaurant,
at Winton Road and Monroe Avenue. Themen repairing
thesidewalk had completed their work, lighted flaresfor
thenight and wereleaving thejob when the vault expl oded.
It wasbelieved that theflarestouched off agasleak within
thenearby vault. A manholecover onthevault wasblown
intotheair. Asit fell, it struck the regulator mechanism
forcingitintoan*open” position, which sent excessvegas
pressureinto homesintheimmediate area.

The gasreached the homeswith such high pressure
that it caused pilot lights on stovesto shoot eight inches
intotheair. For peoplewhowerehome, thiswasandarming
indication that something wasvery wrong. Othersfelt the
furnace go on and became puzzled sinceit wasawarm,
sunny day. Except for asudden, intense hissof gas, there
wasnowarning of the series of explosionsthat destroyed
homes, started fires, killed three, and injured at |east 38
peoplein the neighborhoods of Roselawn, Bel Air and



BLack FRIDAY IN M EADOWBROOK

Ihe Kodak Magnzine, March 1930 lssuc, Pramoting Meadowbroak Homes

M eadowbrook. Homes exploded on Sylvan Road, Ant-
lersDrive, Meredith Street, Fair OaksAvenue and Sen-
ecaDriveinthe Rosdawn section. Therewereexplosions
a homeson OakddeDrive, Glen EllenWay, VarinnaDrive
and Mayflower Drivein the Bel Air neighborhood. In
Meadowbrook. two houseson Bonnie Brae Avenue and
one on Buckland Avenue were leveled. Mrs. LouisA.
Meyer of 41 Antlers Drive, who was seventy-seven years
old, died of aheart attack assheand her daughter tried to
escapethe devastation walking to Twelve Comers.

Rochester’s Democrat and Chronicle newspaper ac-
countsof the catastrophe describethe neighbors’ immedi-
atereactionsas shock, fear, and utter confusion. Initidly,
no oneknew why the housesaround them wererandomly
exploding. It soon became apparent that the gasvalves
should beturned off and severa heroic neighborsrisked
danger entering asmany homesasthey could, runningto
the basement with awrenchin hand.

Anagria photograph taken about ahalf hour after the
first explosionin Meadowbrook showssix housesaflame,
sending up heavy cloudsof smokethat darkened the sky.
Local hotelsfilled with people whose homeswere dam-
aged or destroyed. Most residents|eft theareauntil they
felt secureinreturning later that weekend. Neighbors, such
asDavid Leavitt, remember standing guard on the night
watch at theroadblock at the corner of Avalon Driveand
Winton Road. M eadowbrook residentsteamed up with
Civil Defense disaster crewmen and the National Guard
to spray water hoses and shovel rubble, and to prevent
vandal sfrom entering abandoned houses. State police,

locdl policeand volunteersfromall over Monroe County
and beyond were called upon for their assistance. The
Red Cross sent workers to help with emergencies at
Twelve Cornerswhere atent was erected to administer
first aid for burns, cuts, and smoke inhalation. At the
Brighton Town Hall, members of theAmerican Legion
helped distribute food and suppliesdonated by areabusi-
nesses, restaurants, and bakeriesto feed theworkersand
victimsof thedisagter. Minigers, priestsand rabbisroamed
throughthedigtrict offering consolationand aid tofamilies
drivenfromtheir homes.

Unauthorized traffic wasbarredin Brightonin an at-
tempt to prevent on-lookersfrom entering the area. Road-
blockswere set up at theintersection of MonroeAvenue
and Culver Road: driverswerewarned to stay away. Re-
gardless, carslined the surrounding streetstryingto get a
glimpseof thedevastation, merdly causing dangeroustraf-
ficcongestion.

L atethe next day, loudspeaker trucks announced that
people could returnto their homes. RG& E instructed the
ownersof 1,400 housesin theblast zone comprisingthe
section bounded by Highland Avenue, Winton Road,
Avalon Drive and Westland Avenueto |eave the gas of f
until further notice and to open all doorsand windows.
No additional fireswerereported.

Alexander M. Beebee, the president of Rochester Gas
and Electric, expressed hiscompany’s*... degpest sym-
pathy for the bereavement, suffering, sorrow and incon-
veniencethat has been brought to some of our customers
by thisunfortunate accident.” Though, sadly, threelives



BLack FRIDAY IN M EADOWBROOK

werelog, therewasadsoa“ miracleof timing” that occurred.
Friday afternoonwastraditionaly ashopping day for many
housewivesand, becauseit wasapl easant day. many people
were out doors. With men at work and most children at
school during the daytime, not many peoplewereintheir
homes. No one wanted to think about what would have
happened had the catastrophe occurred at nighttime or even
thenext day.

Person who lived through thistragedy havetheir own
storiestotell. For every account of injury, fear and horror
there seemsto beastory of anarrow escape or of an act of
heroism.

NMeadoubiook-

Estanuissen Consiierry
fn estahlished high grade comsnunity of unmsually anraoive
bramies, baulle by and for pamcioslar people.
Locsred in o fast growing seonon widh probabilicy of 3 gab-
stantial increase im value

Bazatsizs Srace
Al lests ase of sufficient size to insuse keeatkding space, privacr,
and ample room fee growing chings.

CompLETE

All los are graded, seeded and shrublbed. Dirivenays are sub-
seantially buwile of crushed stone.

Mo Pavivc AssessMenrs

The compleved cost of asphaly pavement, cath and sidewalk
is included in the purchase price. There will be no esesmments
far these impravemenis,

Ancrrreers ar MNatowar ReroraTion
ﬂ-ll_hﬂﬂﬂﬂ plansed snd designed by ourstanding archdreces of

eational mepuacions Choice of English, Gelomial, or Modarn
arcliltectisre,

Page from Meadowbrook sales brochure

HistorIC BRIGHTON MISSION:
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Meadowbrook in the early 1930s

HisToRrICc BRIGHTON OFFICERS AND BOARD
Founbep 1999

SHELDON BRAYER, PRESIDENT

JANET HOPKIN, SECRETARY

Rome CELLI, TREASURER

ARLENE A. WRIGHT, NOMINATING CHAIR

ELizABETH BRAYER
Leo Dobp

RicHARD DOLLINGER
SuzAaNNE DONAHUE
Monica GILLIGAN
SALLY HARPER
HANNELORE HEYER
BeTH KEIGHER
JosiE LEYENS

RoN RICHARDSON
Dee Dee TEEGARDEN

CALL BETsY BRAYER AT 244-0402 7O CONTRIBUTE
ARTICLES OR LETTERS

MaRY Jo LANPHEAR, TOWN OF BRIGHTON HISTORIAN




